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The post-WWII creation of the International Military Tribunal at Nuremberg is widely regard-
ed as the ‘birth’ of International Criminal Law, in supposedly being the first international 
criminal tribunal.  
In his presentation, Dr. Bohrer will challenge this consensus, revealing the centuries-long, 
forgotten history of International Criminal Law (the significance of the post-WWII trials not-
withstanding).  His historical research (presently conducted in partnership with Dr. Benedikt 
Pirker (University of Fribourg, Switzerland)) uncovers that in every century, since the late 
Middle-Ages, multi- and supra- partisan criminal tribunals existed. Moreover, it reveals a doc-
trinal connection between the various tribunals: Piracy is, actually, not the only longstanding 
international crime; law of war violators (war criminals) have long been considered ‘enemies 
of mankind’.  
In short, the research presented will show that International Criminal Law is not a post-
WWII creation, rather its history spans over centuries. 
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