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The phenomenon of climate migrations has been a subject of an extensive research by social 
sciences. Accordingly, it is safe to admit that, from an ethical and political perspective, the 
international community has a duty to aid climate migrants, especially those in most 
precarious conditions. Simultaneously, international legal doctrine steadily maintains that 
international protection to those persons remains inaccessible. As the case of Ioane Teitiota 
v. New Zealand proved, this statement holds true in the understanding of national and 
international bodies.  
 
Numerous propositions to fill that void have been presented, but none of them have fully 
grasped the subtleties of international refugee law, and the needs of climate migrants. The 
legal construct suggested by this research links together the emerging human right to water 
and the non-refoulement principle. According to several studies, lowered water security is a 
common experience for persons affected by the majority of various different effects of 
global warming. Followingly, access to this substance could be used as a litmus test to assess 
the foreseeable conditions in the regions of origins of climate migrants. This could be 
conducted by interpreting the traditional non-refoulement principle in relation to the 
emerging human right to water. Effectively, international protection systems would be more 
appropriately suited for the arrival of forced climate migrants.  
 
Nonetheless, more does not equal fully adequate. In the more ambitious take, new 
instruments could regulate the wide range of mobility scenarios of communities affected by 
climate change. As this presentation will argue, international treaties concluded by the EU 
with climate-vulnerable third countries, on the subject of inter alia climate migrations, could 
most appropriately create a resilient interregional strategy on that matter, built on 
solidarity, cooperation, and forward-looking responsibility.  
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