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Who is the Guardian of Free Speech? Meta‘s Oversight Board and 

(Other) Courts and Dispute Resolution Mechanisms
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Panelists:

• Professor Catalina Botero Marino (Co-Chair Over-
sight Board; Global Freedom of Expression, Columbia 
University)

• Professor Matthias Kettemann (University of Innsbruck, 
Hans-Bredow-Institute)

• Professor Martin Eifert (Humboldt University of Berlin)

• Erik Tuchtfeld (MPIL)

Moderator: Alexandra Kemmerer (MPIL)

The spread of misinformation and hate speech 
has led some to call for a more active role of 
social networks in curating content. Others fear 
censorship and arbitrariness. Private companies, 
such as Meta, have responded to these calls by 
setting up an internal, yet independent oversight 
board. European courts have also intervened 
more frequently in the content moderation pro-
cess. We shall discuss the relationship between 
state courts and emerging private dispute reso-
lution mechanisms and their effect on freedom of 
speech online.
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