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La isla - Archives of a tragedy
A documentary by Uli Stelzner 

The army and police abducted and murdered hundreds of thousands of people in Guate-

mala at the end of the 20th century. Yet this unprecedented genocide in recent American 

history has gone unpunished. A system of terror and impunity continues to rely on silence 

and lack of evidence. However, in 2005, after a massive explosion in the capital of Guatem-

ala, the Secret Archives of the National Police were found by chance. At the site of the pre-

sent police school was once the island, a secret prison of feared commandos of the Policia 

Nacional. It is here that 80 million documents surfaced that promised to shed light on the 

extent of the crimes commited by the state. As a result, the relatives of the 45,000 people 

who disappeared found new hope in their search for information. 

The director is the only filmmaker so far who has been allowed to shoot in this archive. 

He succeeds in telling the story of a tragedy and finding evidence of inconceivable crimes 

through extraordinary visual and emotional interaction. He also portrays a young genera-

tion who wants to free itself from the stranglehold of an unresolved history.
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