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In	 the	 field	 of	 forced	migration	 the	 European	Union's	 contribution	 heavily	 depends	 on	 the	
cooperation	and	solidarity	of	the	members.	Hungary,	the	entry	point	on	the	Western	Balkan	
route	has	chosen	a	radically	restrictive	and	anti-EU	policy	in	2015-2016.	The	theories	of	secu-
ritization,	 identitarian	populism	and	crimmigration	offer	a	 frame	to	the	analysis,	which	will	
take	apart	law	and	policy,	to	re-assemble	them	around	six	key	concepts	which	explain	what	
Hungary	in	fact	does:	denial,	deterrence,	obstruction,	punishment,	free	riding	(lack	of	solidar-
ity)	and	breach	of	 law	(domestic,	EU	and	international).	All	 these	raise	questions	about	the	
EU	principle	of	loyal	cooperation.	
	

	 	
Professor	 Boldizsár	 Nagy	 read	 law	 and	 philosophy	 and	 received	 his	 PhD	 at	 the	 Eötvös	 Loránd	University	 in	
Budapest	and	pursued	international	studies	at	the	Johns	Hopkins	University	SAIS	Bologna	Center.	Besides	the	

uninterrupted	 academic	 activity	 both	 at	 the	 Eötvös	 Loránd	 University	
(since	 1977)	 and	 the	 Central	 European	University	 (since	 1992)	 he	 has	
been	engaged	both	in	governmental	and	non-governmental	actions.	He	
acted	 several	 times	 as	 expert	 for	 the	 Hungarian	 Ministry	 of	 Foreign	
Affairs,	 the	 Council	 of	 Europe	 and	UNHCR	 and	 participated	 at	 various	
inter-governmental	 negotiations.	 In	 the	 Gabcikovo-Nagymaros	 case	
before	the	 International	Court	of	 Justice	he	acted	as	one	of	Hungary’s	
counsel.	He	is	a	co-founder	and	former	board	member	of	the	European	
Society	of	 International	Law	and	member	of	the	editorial	board	of	the	
International	 Journal	 of	 Refugee	 Law	 and	 of	 the	 European	 Journal	 of	
Migration	and	Law.	He	is	co-founder	and	editor	of	the	on-line	Refugee	
Law	Reader.	His	 earlier	 teaching	 venues	 include	Ankara,	 Beijing,	 Brus-
sels,	Geneva,	Moscow,	New	York,	 Tbilisi	 and	 Yerevan.	More	 than	 two	
dozens	books	were	co-authored	and/or	edited	by	him.	In	October	2012	

he	published	a	monograph	on	the	development	of	the	Hungarian	refugee	law	and	refugee	affairs	between	the	
end	of	the	Cold	War	and	Hungary's	accession	to	the	EU.	Further	details,	including	a	bibliography	–	are	available	
at	his	website:	www.nagyboldizsar.hu	
	

Max	Planck	Institute	for	Comparative	Public	Law	and	International	Law	
Contact:	Dr.	Sabrina	Ragone	(ragone@mpil.de)	and	Elif	Askin	(askin@mpil.de)	


