
 
 
 
 

Human	Rights	Discussion	Group	
	

Carlos	Bernal	
Associate	Professor	at	Macquarie	Law	School	in	Sydney,	Australia	

	
“Justice	and	Truth	in	Colombia:	A	Critical	Analysis	of	the	Interlocking	between	

the	Special	Jurisdiction	for	Peace	and	the	Truth	Commission”	
	

Wednesday,	13	April	2016,	15:00	–	16:30,	Room	014	
	
	
In	 two	2015	agreements,	 the	negotiators	of	 the	Colombian	Government	 and	 the	Guerrilla	
Group	 Farc-EP	 designed	 the	 two	 key	 transitional	 justice	 mechanisms	 for	 the	 Colombian	
peace	process:	 the	Special	 Jurisdiction	 for	Peace	and	Truth	Commission.	Such	agreements,	
however,	did	not	spell	out	how	both	institutions	should	engage	with	each	other	for	achiev-
ing,	at	the	same	time,	truth	and	justice.	From	a	holistic	interpretation	of	the	transitional	jus-
tice	system,	this	presentation	undertakes	a	critical	analysis	of	the	ways	in	which	both	institu-
tions	can	possibly	interlock.	
	
	

	
Carlos	 Bernal	 is	 an	 Associate	 Professor	 at	 Macquarie	
Law	 School	 (Sydney,	 Australia).	 He	 has	 research	 inter-
ests	 in	 the	 fields	 of	 constitutional	 comparative	 law,	 ju-
risprudence,	 and	 torts.	 He	 has	 published	 widely	 in	 all	
these	 fields	 in	 seven	 different	 languages.	 His	 qualifica-
tions	 include	 a	 LL.B.	 from	 the	 University	 Externado	 of	
Colombia	(Bogota)	(1996),	a	S.J.D.	from	the	University	of	
Salamanca	(Spain)	(2001)	and	a	M.A.	(2008)	and	a	Ph.D.	
in	 Philosophy	 (2011)	 from	 the	 University	 of	 Florida	
(U.S.A).	He	 has	 delivered	 guest	 lectures	 and	 presented	
papers	 in	more	than	twenty	countries.	 In	the	last	three	
years	 he	 has	 been	writing	 about	 the	 constitutional	 as-
pects	of	the	peace	process	in	Colombia.	
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