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The “Right to be Forgotten” has an attracted great deal of attention by individuals, academics, activ-
ists, politicians, lawyers, and companies specifically since the Google Spain ruling of the CJEU (C-
131/12) dated the 13

th
 of May, 2014. Indeed, we are living in an era when to be forgotten is becom-

ing exceptional in the means of new information and communication technologies. However, the 
decision got controversial responses including both welcoming the right to be forgotten as a new 
right and criticizing potential negative effects of it on freedom of expression. These discussions main-
ly focus on EU and US conflicts related to their human rights perspectives. However, the ruling also 
echoed in different parts of the world. One of the recent examples of it could be found in the Turkish 
Constitutional Court (TCC) ruling no. 2013/5653, published on August 24

th
, 2016. In this presentation, 

some questions posed by the right to be forgotten, will be analyzed in the light of the two rulings of 
the CJEU and the TCC. The main questions, which will be discussed, are: Do we need the right to be 
forgotten? Could it be an autonomous right? For who, and by whom could this right be exercised? Is 
the right to be forgotten just applicable in the online world or also in the offline world? Is the right to 
be forgotten a new human right or a sugar coated censorship? 
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